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CARDINAL RAVASI WELCOMED AT IOC HQ BY PRESIDENT BACH
18 Apr i l  2016

Internat ional  Olympic Commit tee ( IOC) President Thomas Bach met Cardinal  Gianfranco
Ravasi ,  President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l ,  on 18 Apr i l  2016 to discuss the col laborat ion
between the IOC and the Vat ican, both of  which have permanent observer status in the
General  Assembly of  the Uni ted Nat ions (UN).

The discussions centred on the f i rst  g lobal  conference on fai th and sport  that  is  scheduled
to take place in October 2016. The conference, cal led “Sport  at  the Service of  Humanity,”
is a histor ic event supported by the IOC and the United Nat ions that wi l l  gather leaders
from al l  areas of  society to look at  how fai th and sport  can use their  respect ive inf luence to
promote posi t ive values, especial ly among young people.  I t  wi l l  be opened by His Hol iness
Pope Francis.  UN Secretary General  Ban Ki-moon and IOC President Thomas Bach wi l l
del iver keynote addresses.

Fol lowing the meet ing at  the IOC headquarters in Lausanne, President Bach said:  “As I
stressed dur ing my address to the UN General  Assembly in New York last  year,  the role
of sport  is  a lways to bui ld br idges, i t  is  never to bui ld wal ls.  Sport  stands for dialogue
and understanding which t ranscend al l  d i f ferences. Sport ,  and the Olympic Movement
especial ly,  understands the global  d iversi ty of  cul tures,  societ ies and l i fe designs as a
source of  r ichness.”

“The f i rst  g lobal  conference on fai th and sport  wi l l  be the perfect  opportuni ty to ref lect  how
sport  and i ts values can support  social  change, community development and the promot ion
of peace and human r ights along with fa i th pr inciples across al l  re l ig ions,”  President Bach
cont inued.

Cardinal  Ravasi  added: “ I t  wi l l  be an occasion to come together to face up to the great
chal lenges of  contemporary society,  which are shared interests for  the wor ld ’s sport ing
and rel ig ious communit ies:  how to l ive wi th respect for  a l l ,  wi th increased understanding
of each other ’s t radi t ions and values, more ful l  and heal thy l ives,  more integrated
communit ies.  Sport  is  a lso of  such fundamental  importance for educat ion,  a l lowing young
people especial ly to open up to the t r ia ls of  l i fe,  put t ing themselves to the test ,  crossing
boundar ies,  meet ing opponents on a fa i r  p laying f ie ld whi le str iv ing to the best they can
be, in some sense aiming for the Transcendent.”
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The “Sport  at  the Service of  Humanity”  Conference is scheduled to take place from 5 to
7 October at  the Vat ican Synod Hal l .  In v iew of  the conference, the IOC and the Vat ican
signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2015.

Also at tending today’s meet ing was the Permanent Observer of  the IOC to the United
Nat ions Mario Pescante.

This Press Release of  18/04/2016 was f i rst  publ ished here.  


