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POPE FRANCIS SPEAKS TO THE DELEGATIONS OF FLORENCE AND NAPLES
SOCCER TEAMS, THE SOCCER FEDERATION AND SERIE A LEAGUE

ADDRESS OF POPE FRANCIS

TO THE FIORENTINA AND NAPOLI SOCCER TEAMS

AND TO A DELEGATION OF THE SOCCER FEDERATION AND OF THE SERIE A LEAGUE

Consistory Hal l

Fr iday,  2 May 2014

Dear Fr iends, welcome!

This meet ing has “expanded” a l i t t le.  In addi t ion to the Fiorent ina and Napol i  teams
— f inal ists in the I ta l ian Cup — present are also the senior execut ives of  the Footbal l
Federat ion and of  the Ser ie A League. I  thank you for th is v is i t  and also for  i ts expansion!
I t  seems to me that you have a responsibi l i ty ,  a responsibi l i ty  to society.  In I ta ly,  as in
Argent ina and other countr ies,  footbal l  is  a factor in society.  Footbal l  is  a social  event and
i t  demands social  responsibi l i ty  on the part  of  footbal l  p layers both on and of f  the f ie ld as
wel l  as f rom the nat ional  and local  managers.

As a boy I  went to the stadium a number of  t imes and I  have fond memories of  i t .  I  went
by mysel f  and with my fami ly.  They were joyful  moments on a Sunday spent together
with my fami ly.  I  would hope that footbal l  and al l  other popular sports can take back
that element of  celebrat ion.  Today footbal l  a lso operates wi th in the wor ld of  business,
market ing,  te levis ion,  etc.  But the economic aspect must not prevai l  over that  of  the
sport ;  i t  r isks contaminat ing everything on the internat ional ,  nat ional ,  and even local  level .
Therefore,  those at  the top must react in a posi t ive way, by restor ing athlet ic digni ty to
these events.  This is also your important responsibi l i ty  as footbal l  p layers.  You are the
centre of  at tent ion,  and many of  your fans are young, very young people.  Keep this in
mind, remember that  your act ions resonate for  better or for  worse. May you always be true
athletes!

Sport  possesses a strong educat ional  value in the growth of  a person: personal  growth
with a balanced mind and spir i t ,  and social  growth in sol idar i ty,  loyal ty and respect.  May
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footbal l  cont inue to develop this potent ia l !  I  wish you al l  the best in your work,  and that
tomorrow be a great celebrat ion of  sports!  This is my wish for you. Thank you.


