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ORIGINS AND DESTINIES

Bangkok. Over 40 eminent scholars f rom al l  over Asia belonging to di f ferent t radi t ions
along with a few representat ives f rom Europe and America  gathered at  Assumption
Universi ty,  Bangkok, on June 4-5,  for  a Col loquium on the theme “Origins and Dest in ies of
Cul tures”.  I t  was an in i t iat ive of  the FABC Off ice of  Evangel izat ion.

Scholars represent ing a part icular t radi t ion spoke about the key concepts and values
that gave r ise to their  cul ture/c iv i l izat ion (Confucian, Buddhist ,  Syr iac,  Japanese, Korean,
Fi l ippino, Musl im, Vaishanavi te Hindu).  Indigenous cul tures of  minor i ty communit ies in
Asia also were given at tent ion.  Dr.  Warayuth Sr iwarakuel ,  the head of  the Department of
Phi losophy at  the Assumption Universi ty said that  the Thais were or ig inal ly animists,  but
benef i t ted f rom the concepts and values of  both Hinduism and Buddhism. Chr ist iani ty too
has made i ts contr ibut ion dur ing modern t imes.

The main aim of  the col loquium was to ident i fy the or ig inal  spark that  gave bir th to
each one’s t radi t ion and present i t  in a creat ive way to the part ic ipants.  I t  meant t ry ing
to descr ibe the inner genius of  every community/society,  ref lect ing on the values and
concepts that  were the source of  i ts  strength and the force that uni ted them with others.
Dr.  Katr in de Guia f rom the Phi l ippines showed how “the Fi l ip inos had a strong ‘ feel ing for
the other ’ ” .  “This gave amazing sturdiness to the Fi l ip ino society” ,  she asserted.

The scholars also spoke about the dreams that they cher ished for the future of  their
community.  In order to ensure a glor ious dest iny for  their  people they need to make ful l  use
of the posi t ive elements and strengths in their  t radi t ions.  The scholars proposed a shared
dest iny for  the Asian peoples by inter-relat ing the best qual i t ies of  the diverse cul tures
and civ i l izat ions on the Cont inent wi th each other.  Dr.  Hyondok Choe from Korea said,
“ i f  cul tural  indiv idual i t ies disappear,  a l l  that  remains wi l l  be atomized indiv iduals.  Such
persons wi l l  not  have the resources needed to confront the chal lenges of  the future”.

I t  was truly an inspir ing encounter of  Asian cul tures,  each seeking to learn f rom the
valuable assets of  the other.  The ref lect ions had for their  object ive to awaken a sense of
responsibi l i ty  to work together for  the wel lbeing of  the human fami ly Dr.  Caternia Casarono
from I ta ly caut ioned, “There is a strong r isk for  Asia coming under the dominat ion of
unscrupulous mult inat ional  companies,  which exploi t  the many unsuspect ing submissive
workers of  Asia…Their  r ights need to be defended. Their  cul tural  ident i t ies need to be
protected”.
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“Societ ies develop by learning from each other” ,  said Archbishop Thomas Menamparampi l ,
the Chairman of  the FABC Off ice of  Evangel izat ion.  “Unfortunately mart ia l  ar ts t ravel  the
fastest ,  and exploi tat ive t rade”.  Here is where Asian values for peace and mutual  concern
must come to help.

Referr ing to t radi t ional  Chinese values, Dr.  Ouyang Kang, the Vice President of  the
prest ig ious Wuhan Universi ty said,  “ the chal lenge today is how to integrate t radi t ional
Chinese values with the needs of  Modern Age”.  What is required is a common ef fort .

Dr.  Glen Chatal ier ,  the Director of  the Off ice of  Internat ional  Af fa i rs of  the Assumption
Universi ty,  spoke at  length about the value system that the present k ing of  Thai land was
try ing to teach through the formulat ion of  h is “Tossapi t  Rajatham”.  He quoted the wise
saying of  Buddha “Happiness is not possible wi thout leading a pure l i fe based on moral
and spir i tual  pr inciples”.

“The cul tural  ident i t ies of  var ious communit ies around the wor ld are in cr is is” ,  said Dr.
Ahmad Fachruddin f rom Indonesia.  “Rel ig ious leaders should be the source of  inspirat ion
in t imes of  need”,  he said

Dr.  Edward Alam from Lebanon fel t  that  “ the Chr ist ian th inkers of  the Syr iac t radi t ion have
something very or ig inal  to contr ibute to responding  to the many of  the contemporary
chal lenges in Asia and in the wor ld”.

The Archbishop Thomas referred to histor ian Chr istopher Dawson’s statement,
“Civ i l izat ions and empires forget the c lay that  made them. Bloated and heavy, they topple
  into dust….the bui ld ing grows too high for the foundat ions”.  Even the most advanced
society today may need to give at tent ion to such warnings, he said.

Quot ing f rom Nial l  Ferguson’s recent book Civi l izat ion,   the prelate said,  “What is most
str ik ing is the speed of  the Roman Empire’s col lapse. In just  f ive decades, the populat ion of
Rome fel l  by three-quarters.  What one histor ian cal led ‘ the end of  c iv i l izat ion’  came within
the span of  a s ingle generat ion” (Ferguson, Penguin Books, 2011).

Fr.  Theodore Mascarenhas of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture,  Rome, emphasized the
importance of  taking note of  the ‘harmony’  that  exists wi th in a cul ture.  I t  is  the same
harmony that helps a society to bui ld heal thy relat ionship wi th other societ ies as wel l .  The
var ious races and rel ig ious groups in Goa ( India) l ived in harmony because the var ious
communit ies sought to see complementar i ty in each other ’s cul tures,  he said.

The dest in ies of  our own societ ies are in our hands. We are dai ly shaping them or
misshaping them. I t  is  for  Asians themselves to make the r ight  choices.  Our dest in ies
are inter- l inked. The chal lenge that remains before the present generat ion is to put their
cul tural  assets together in order  to bui ld a hope-f i l led future for  Asian societ ies and the
rest  of  the World.  I t  was to th is conclusion that the Col loquium pointed.

Fr. Theodore Mascarenhas SFX, with inputs from the FABC (OE).

 


