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SPORT AT THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY
Conference on Fai th and Sport ,  Vat ican, October 5-7,  2016

GLOBAL CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND SPORT

THE VATICAN, October 5-7,  2016

With the blessings of  His Hol iness Pope Francis,  the Vat ican hosted Sport at the Service
of Humanity ,  the f i rst  g lobal  conference on fai th and sport  on October 5 to 7,  2016.

The conference was a place where thought leaders f rom di f ferent rel ig ious fa i ths,  sports,
business, academia and media met to discuss how fai th and sport  can work together to
better serve humanity.

Rel ig ious fa i th and sport  are fundamental  dr iv ing forces within global  society.   Both share
a common purpose in the promot ion of  human values and both have vi ta l  ro les to fu l f i l l .  The
conference looked at  how fai th and sport  can leverage their  combined power and inf luence
to promote posi t ive values, inspire youth and make contr ibut ions for  the betterment of
humanity.

The United Nat ions and the Internat ional  Olympic Commit tee supported the conference.
The opening ceremony, in the af ternoon of  Wednesday October 5,  2016 at  the Vat ican’s
Paul  VI Audience Hal l ,  was led by His Hol iness Pope Francis (his speech),  af ter  words of
welcome by Cardinal  Ravasi  (h is speech).  Key statements were also given by UN Secretary
General  Ban Ki-moon (his speech) and IOC President Thomas Bach (his speech).

The 3-day gather ing cont inued in the Synod Hal l ,  6-7 October and was at tended by invi ted
guests,  wi th plenary sessions and themed breakout sessions. A f inal  declarat ion is being
planned.

The 2016 Conference was developed under the direct ion of  Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi ,
President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture.  For more informat ion,  p lease contact
Monsignor Melchor Sanchez de Toca Alameda, Undersecretary,  Pont i f ical  Counci l  for
Cul ture at  sport@cultura.va
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