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2008 - FROM SECULARISM TO SECULARITY
 

Many of  the cul tural  changes being faced by men and women around the wor ld today have
a common denominator:  secular isat ion.  This issue is hardly new and the Plenary wanted
to avoid the t rap of  grumbl ing about the state of  the wor ld today, and focused instead on
"posi t ive secular i ty"  and on the new opportuni t ies for  pastoral  engagement that  appear
thanks to the progress in the sciences and reasoning, in pol i t ical  governance and even in
the arts.

As a t rue interpretat ion of  the narrat ives of  secular isat ion has shown, the rel ig ious factor
cont inues to manifest  i tsel f  in var ious ways and manners.  The chal lenge for the Church
is to ensure that fa i th and reason work together at  the service of  humanity.  The Plenary
also looked at  some issues surrounding the quest ion of  belonging (or ecclesial i ty)  at  a t ime
of increased communicat ion and dialogue between the Church and the wor ld,  and indeed
between Christ ians and fol lowers of  other rel ig ions around the globe.

The members and consul tors of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture gathered 6-8 March 2008
in the Vat ican to give their  considerat ions on the theme: The Church and the Challenge
of Secularisation, a theme chosen under the presidency of  Cardinal  Paul  Poupard and
brought to conclusion by the Secretary Fr Bernard Ardura under the new presidency of
Gianfranco Ravasi .


