!\.l-‘ l'.é

A7 DICASTERY FOR CULTURE AND EDUCATION

Culture Section

DIGITAL NATIVES: LANGUAGES AND RITUALS

by Antonio Spadaro

..
T wEariiail
1 Wyl

UR LRI
YN

Abstract

The Net and the culture of cyberspace pose new challenges to our ability to formulate
rituals and to create and listen to a symbolic language that speaks of possibility and
of signs of transcendence in our lives. The participation in the digital environment is
not indifferent to the way in which the human being lives his own spirituality and life
of faith. We have to identify some key issues considering the common use of certain
«apps» (applications) which have a deep impact in our way to do/see/understand things.
New technologies not only shape the way we live, but also the way we orient and express
our spirit and our relationship with God. How has the search for a meaning changed in
the time of search engines? We need an meditation which is also the fruit of faith that
releases from itself a cognitive boost at a time of the Net. Perhaps the time has arrived to
consider spirituality as a kind of inner hacking, something that breaks the system asking
for meaning.
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