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WOMEN'S CULTURES: EQUALITY AND DIFFERENCE

4-7 February 2015 the Plenary Assembly looked at  Women's cultures :  equality and
difference .

The meet ing had four sessions:

1) Between equal i ty and di f ference: the quest for  an equi l ibr ium

An histor ical  overview through cul tural  anthropology and sociological  analysis to out l ine
the condi t ion of  women in di f ferent cul tures today, especial ly women in di f f icul ty.  Referr ing
to the categor ies of  reciproci ty,  complementar i ty,  d iversi ty and equal i ty,  th is is a ref lect ion
try ing to avoid the two r isky extremes of  th is process: uni formity on one hand and
marginal isat ion on the other.

2) "Generat iv i ty”  as a symbol ic code

Beginning with the fundamental  steps of  generat iv i ty (desir ing,  br inging to the wor ld,
looking af ter  and let t ing go),  th is is a ref lect ion on the ways of  “g iv ing l i fe”  beyond
materni ty.

3) The female body: between cul ture and biology

The body expresses the being of  a person, more than an aesthet ic dimension closed in
on i tsel f :  the ref lect ion is on the value of  the female body and i ts communicat ive force
and the relat ional  abi l i ty  of  women. Other aspects were not over looked: f reedom of choice,
aggression against  women’s bodies,  domest ic v io lence, commercial isat ion,  reduct ion to a
unique model of  being.

4) Women and rel ig ion:  f l ight  or  new forms of  part ic ipat ion in the l i fe of  the Church?

The ref lect ion looks at  the spaces proposed to women in the l i fe of  the Church, and i f
women are made to feel  welcome in l ight  of  speci f ic  and changed cul tural  and social
sensibi l i t ies.  The pastors asked themselves whether the way women part ic ipate in the l i fe
of  the Church funct ions today.



- 2 -

Access was l imi ted to the members and consul tors of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  and a group
of women advisors.  A publ ic open event took place at  the Teatro Argent ina on 4 February
( in I ta l ian).

 
The text  of  the working document on Women's Cul tures is made avai lable at  the l inks
below:

 
A forthcoming edi t ion of  the Dicastery 's Review "Cultures and Fai th" is being prepared with
a view to making the frui ts of  the conversat ions more widely avai lable.


