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HOLY SEE PAVILION AT THE 18. MOSTRA INTERNAZIONALE DI ARCHITETTURA
Social  Fr iendship:  meet ing in the garden

BIENNALE DI VENEZIA 2023

The Holy See returns to the Venice Biennale of  Archi tecture!  I t  has been announced
today that the Dicastery for  Cul ture and Educat ion wi l l  be represented at  the Biennale
of Archi tecture,  which takes place from May 20th to November 26th 2023. The Holy See
had previously part ic ipated in the 2018 Biennale of  Archi tecture,  when i t  exhibi ted ten
Chapels in the gardens of  the Is land of  San Giorgio Maggiore.  This year ’s Exhibi t ion wi l l
be displayed in the actual  Benedict ine Monastery bui ld ings and the Abbey gardens.

Cardinal  José Tolent ino de Mendonça, Commissioner of  the Holy See’s Pavi l ion,  has
expressed his del ight  that  i t  has been possible to secure the Holy See’s presence at  a
Biennale which celebrates the role of  archi tects in creat ing a better and more sustainable
future for  our wor ld as is recognized in the theme “The Laboratory of  the Future” proposed
by Lesley Lokko, the Curator of  the Biennale 2023. The Cardinal ,  who was nominated
Prefect  of  the Vat ican’s Dicastery for  Cul ture and Educat ion in Autumn of  2022, said that
th is presence is intended to be a «statement of  the Church’s desire to be close not just  to
the world of  archi tecture but to the arts in general  and should be seen as a programmatic
statement of  how the Department wi l l  seek to ensure the presence of  the Church in those
places, events and spaces where art ists gather».  The object ive he remarked is «to recover
the sense of  the Church as a f r iend of  ar t ists,  interested in celebrat ing and highl ight ing
their  achievements wi th a v iew to developing a r icher dialogue and growth in mutual
understanding». The Cardinal  hopes that th is in i t iat ive could serve to encourage local
Churches to s imi lar  forms of  engagement wi th cul tural  events and manifestat ions at  the
regional  level .
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His Eminence speci f ied that the Holy See wi l l  dedicate i ts Nat ional  Pavi l ion at  the Biennale
2023 to the theme of social  f r iendship,  a theme which is part icular ly dear to Pope Francis,
who has presented His v is ion of  the Cul ture of  Encounter in his Encycl ical  Let ters Laudato
si ’ (2015) and Fratel l i  tut t i (2020).  Card.  Tolent ino underscored that the theme was chosen
as a vehic le to celebrate the tenth Anniversary of  Pope Francis Pont i f icate as a gi f t  to the
Church and to the World.  Thus, f rom 20th May to 26th November 2023, in the hal ls and
garden of  the Abbey of  San Giorgio Maggiore,  the exhibi t ion “Social  Fr iendship:  meet ing
in the garden”,  wi l l  invi te v is i tors,  in the words of  the Curator of  the Pavi l ion,  Archi tect
Roberto Cremascol i  «to take care of  the planet l ike we take care of  ourselves and celebrate
the cul ture of  encounter».

The Commissioner and the Curator of  the Vat ican Pavi l ion invi ted the Portuguese archi tect
Álvaro Siza (Pr i tzker Pr ize in 1992) – an indisputably renowned f igure on the art ist ic
and archi tectural  scene – and the I ta l ian Col lect ive Studio Albor i  (Emanuele Almagioni ,
Giacomo Borel la,  Francesca Riva) – a mult id iscipl inary pract ice special ized in developing
projects that  mix archi tecture act iv i t ies wi th part ic ipatory and ecological  processes –
to feature in the exhibi t ion.  The meet ing of  the Holy Father ’s encycl icals,  the invi ted
archi tects and the var ious scient i f ic  contr ibut ions wi l l  create instal lat ions that wi l l  respond
to the theme “The Laboratory of  the Future” proposed by Lesley Lokko, the Curator of  the
Biennale 2023.

The exhibi t ion develops inside the Benedict ine Abbey: f rom the entrance rooms that face
the Giudecca Channel,  through the “manica lunga” ( long sleeve) gal lery and the rooms
that open to the garden, to the garden i tsel f .  The instal lat ion “O Encontro” by Álvaro
Siza welcomes and leads the vis i tor ,  who dialogues with the pieces designed by the
maestro,  to the outdoor space. The lat ter ,  featur ing a new garden designed by the Studio
Albor i ,  wi l l  be presented with a f resh arrangement.  This space, usual ly reserved for the
Benedict ine community,  wi l l  be opened to v is i tors.  The new layout of  paths between the
vegetable gardens, the chicken coop and the quiet  zones puts the focus on the shar ing
and contemplat ion that are central  to the day-to-day l i fe at  the Abbey, and creates the
possibi l i ty  for  a dialogue between the residents and those who are v is i t ing and enjoying
these spaces.


