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WOMEN'S CULTURES
Cultures and Fai th Vol .  XXII I  2015 N. 2

Vol.  XXII I  2015 N.2 of  the Dicastery 's journal  has i ts focus on women's cul tures.

The 2015 Plenary Assembly was dedicated to the theme of Women's Cul tures:  Equal i ty
and Dif ference. Gather ing the f ru i ts of  that  meet ing,  th is is a snapshot of  the ongoing
ref lect ions as we take up Pope Francis '  invi tat ion to discern how to engage with the real
gi f ts women br ing to cul tures and to the Church.

Four days of  l is tening and hear ing by the Dicastery wi th help f rom a group of  women are
captured here wi th some of the inputs and some subsequent ref lect ions.  There are many
di f ferent points of  v iew and diverse voices,  t reasures f rom the past,  cr i t iques of  ro les in
the present,  and expressions of  hope for the future.

 
Editorial

I t 's  not  the f i rst  t ime the Church ref lects on the presence and needs of  women. But i t  is
the f i rst  t ime that for  four days one of  the most important gather ings has sought to look at
the wor ld through the eyes of  women, lending their  ears to presentat ions and witnessing
by di f ferent female voices.

The Plenary Assembly of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture,  whose contents are gathered
here,  took place in Rome from 4-7 February 2015 and was dedicated to the theme:
“Women's Cul tures:  equal i ty and di f ference”.  Al l  over the wor ld th is special  presence (of ten
forgotten and invis ib le)  has cont inuously fed and enr iched human communit ies.  Women, in
the wor ld of  today, ask to overcome the si tuat ion of  the past,  where they were lessened by
the more powerful  male wor ld.  They aspire to equal i ty,  to enjoy the same r ights as men and
equal  opportuni t ies in al l  areas of  social  l i fe.  They want to be taken ser iously and spend
their  ta lents wherever commitment,  service and author i ty are required.

Start ing f rom di f ferent points of  v iew, the authors of  these art ic les ref lect  on these talents.
They under l ine how men and women are inter-dependent subjects,  a lways in relat ion.  They
observe a cont inuing separateness of  the feminine which tends to conf ine women into a
ghetto,  somet imes decorated as formal beauty,  other t imes darkened by prost i tut ion.  They
recal l  the many tasks carr ied out in the Church, in society and in the fami ly and concluded
every day, even i f  just  for  the fact  that  the women are there;  they recal l ,  a lso,  that  the
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voices and needs are mult ip le and go wel l  beyond the conf ines of  the nois iest  Western
indiv idual ism. 

Throughout al l  of  the intervent ions,  we can read the quest ion of  women's di f ference. Of
what does i t  consist? We f ind many elements for  an answer,  not  just  in observing the
present and the mult ip le roles of  women, but also looking to the past and i ts t reasures.
And, nevertheless,  the theme of di f ference poses a deeper quest ion that remains wi th us.
The quest ion opens up the wider issue of  the male and the female,  about the wor ld of
humanity today and i ts r ich potent ia l .


