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CULTURE AND ECOLOGY
Cultures and Fai th Vol .  XXII I  2015 N. 3

Vol.  XXII I  2015 N.3 of  the Dicastery 's journal  has i ts focus on cul ture and ecology.

Pope Francis '  encycl ical  "Laudato Si ' "  refers to the cul tural  d imension of  the ecological
cr is is,  appeal ing for  a bold cul tural  revolut ion (n.  114) able to draw on the r iches of  the
world 's di f ferent cul tures in the broadest sense.

Together wi th info on our other act iv i t ies,  including the Holy See's Pavi l ion at  Expo
(pictured) th is edi t ion of  the review carr ies four scholar ly art ic les on cul ture and ecology.

Ir ina Bokova, Director-General  of  UNESCO under l ines how the encycl ical  dovetai ls wi th
the spir i t  of  her inst i tut ion and i ts scient i f ic ,  educat ional  and cul tural  programmes in favour
of  sustainable development,  against  c l imate change and protect ing the wor ld 's cul tural
and natural  her i tage. Her cr i t ique descr ibes the i l ls  of  pr ivat isat ion,  object iv isat ion and
parcel l isat ion and she also of fers some considerat ions on anthropology and the history of
the humanist  movements,  t racing the development of  our understanding of  what i t  means
to be human and what i t  means to be a part  of  nature wi th the help of  Giovanni  Pico del la
Mirandola,  René Descartes and the street s logans surrounding the Par is Cop 21 meet ing.

Next is our consul tor  Isabel l  Naumann with a paper on Women, cul tures and dialogue
subt i t led "no ecology without an adequate anthropology".  Using rel ig ious language she
notes the cal l  to an ecological  conversion as evidence of  our encounter wi th Jesus Christ
which ef fects our relat ionship wi th the wor ld around us,  our common home. Time, wor ld
and nature are in a certain sense sacramental  and the cal l  to hol iness and sanct i f icat ion
requires us to embrace pr inciples of  responsibi l i ty  and dialogue. She br ings to the table
the gi f ts of  the genius of  women, which counter the male-or iented technological  c iv i l isat ion
by br inging a social i ty that  provides a home in our technical  desert ;  symbol is ing secur i ty,
home and shel ter ,  women guard the meaning of  being human.

Using Hannah Arendt ’s analysis of  the cr is is of  cul ture and i ts painful  ef fects on both the
environment and the human community,  Isabel  Varanda then art iculates the widespread
sense of  devastat ion caused by a cul ture of  waste,  consumerism and i r responsibi l i ty .  The
Pope’s cal l  for  an integral  ecology needs to include the social  and human dimensions, and
not be l imi ted to nature.  Local  cul tures once cul t ivated the land and the ci ty for  the common
good and as we enter a post- industr ia l  Ecological  Age as homo faber-cul tural is ,  in l ight
of  a growth in intel l igence and reason, there is a need to recover humanism and return
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to an exercise of  power-with-others (not power-over)  and so Varanda proposes we fol low
Arendt ’s v is ion of  cul ture as a cont inui ty of  the wor ld and love for the wor ld.

The f inal  paper is a ref lect ion by Pier lu ig i  Malavasi  f rom the perspect ive of  the social
and pedagogical  movements engaged in receiv ing the Pont i f f ’s  appeals for  a col lect ive
approach to the chal lenges of  an integral ,  sustainable,  ecological  development for  a l l .  With
notes on educat ion,  vocat ion and responsibi l i ty ,  he br ings to the fore the social  just ice
elements before highl ight ing the ecumenical  d imension and the Franciscan tradi t ion’s very
attent iveness to the smal l  th ings,  to the poor and to creat ion i tsel f .  As his t i t le says,
nothing in th is wor ld is indi f ferent to us .


