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From the address of

His Héliness Benedict XV1

T would like to express the Holy See’s appreciation of all the
work that is done, by various institutions, to promote cultural
and formative initiatives aimed at supporting top-level scientific
research on adult stem cells and exploring the cultural, ethical,
and anthropological implications of their use.

Scientific research provides a unique opportunity to explore
the wonder of the universe, the complexity of nature, and the
distinctive beauty of life, including human life. But since human
beings are endowed with immortal souls and are created in the
image and likeness of God, there are dimensions of human exis-
tence that lie beyond the limits of what the natural sciences are
competent to determine. If these limits are transgressed, there is
a serious risk that the unique dignity and inviolability of human
life could be subordinated to purely utilitarian considerations.
But if instead these limits are duly respected, science can make a
truly remarkable contribution to promoting and safeguarding the
dignity of man: indeed herein lies its true utility. Man, the agent
of scientific research, will sometimes, in his biological nature,
form the object of that research. Nevertheless, his transcendent
dignity entitles him always to remain the ultimate beneficiary of

scientific research and never to be reduced to its instrument.




